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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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FAPJ.:  PRACTICES  HAVS  IMPRO^/SD  PIT  OUH  FASI.-:  BECAUSE  OF 

4-II  CLUB  nORK 


A  radio  talk  Lv  Benjainin  Lee  Holmes,  cluL  memLer,  St,  Frani  hi  "6* 

Arkansas,  delivered  in  the  4-H  cluL  program,  Rational  Farm  and  Holie'0H§u.4f^V-'''S‘4^urday 
May  5,  1934,  and  hroadcast  Ly  a  netv/ork  of  58  associate  HBC  radio 

My  story  is  simple  -  our  fam  small  and  our  home  humble.  TW'tui i c  hi u  live 
children,  two  boys  and  three  girls,  active  in  our  local  4-H  club.  I  am  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  club  and  have  filled  this  office  for  three  years,  I  am  also  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  St. 'Francis  County  4-H  Council.  This  is  my  sixth  year  in  4-H  club  work. 


The  first  year  I  grew  an  acre  of  corn  as  a  club  project,  using  the  methods 
and  practices  outlined  by  our  agent.  I  produced  thirty-six  bushels  of  an  improved 
type  of  corn.  After  deducting  the  cost  of  production  a  net  profit  of  eighteen 
dollars  remained. 

The  second  year  I  grew  two  acres  of  corn  and  a  Poland  China  pig  as  club 
projects.  Using  the  laiowledge  and  improved  methods  in  corn  production,  along  v/ith 
field  selected  seed  from  my  first  acre,  I  harvested  eighty  bushels  of  corn,  My^ 
Poland  China  gilt  farrowed  5  pigs,  three  of  v/hich  v/ere  sold  to  4-H  club  boys  at 
t\Yo  dollars  per  head  at  weaning  time,  the  other  two  being  kept  for  the  family  meat 
supply.  The  net  profit  from  this  year’s  activities  was  seventy-five  dollars. 

My  third  and  fourth  years  in  club  work  found  me  growing  five  acres  of  corn, 
one  aero  of  peanuts,  continuing  with  iny  Poland  China  hogs  and  establishing  a 
two-acre  permanent  pasture.  The  most  outstanding  accomplishments  contcr<3d  around 
my  peanuts  and  hogs,  Ky  earnings  were  practically  the  same  as  the  year  before. 

The  fifth  year  I  included  cotton  in  my  production  projects  and  left  our  pea¬ 
nuts.  This  change  made  possible  a  net  profit  of  one  hundred  dollars  from  crops 
grovm  -  producing  an  omplo  supply  of  moat  for  home  use,  the  sale  of  eight  shoats  for 
thirty-two  dollars  and  the  acreage  increase  of  the  permanent  pasture  from  tv;o  to 
fivo  acres,  .. 


At  th^.  present  time  I  have  a  herd  of  fifteen  hogs,  five  acres  of  corn,  fivo 
acres  of  cotton  -  I  have  snjfficicnt  old  corn  on  hand  to  meet  my  needs  until  now 
corn  is  made. 

After  sixteen  years  of  share-cropping  and  renting,  our  parents  were  made 
to  feel  the  influence  of  4-H  club  work  for  the  first  time.  Their  faith  in  the  groat 
possibilities  and  opportunities  thus  afforded  crused  them  to  buy  our  fifty-five 
acre,  farm.  Then  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  children,  as  well  as  themselves 
from  following  the  Extension  Service  "Livc-at-Home"  program. 

Here  is  what  has  talcen  place  on  our  farm  because  of  the  improved  methods 
and  practices  taught  on  club  plots  and  otherwise: 

'  The  per  acre  yields  arc  higher  as  follov/s:  cotton  50^;  corn  60^;  forage  75^; 
potatoes  35p;  a  year  round  garden  instead  of  a  spring  gai’den;  double  the  anount  of 
sorghum  formerly  made  from,  an  acre  of  cane;  better  care  of  our  live  stock;  three 
milk  cows  instead  of  none  six  years  ago,  £md  a  five-acre  permanent  pasture;  the 
former  six-meat  hogs  killed  annurJ.ly  producing  900  lbs  arc  now  dressing  out  1800 
pounds  of  meat;  our  poultry  flock  has  increased  from  eight  to  fifty  birds.  After 
several  vain  attempts  to  grow  a  home  orcha.rd,  a  yoimg  orchard  is  v;cll  started,Trucfc' 
patches  are  not  neglected  or  omitted.  The  frmil^''  canning  budget  has  increased  from 
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twenty  containers  consisting  of  a  small  variety  of  fruits  to  throe  hundred  quarts 
of  a  largo  variety  of  doth  fruits  cjid  vcgcta-dlos ,  moats  and  sweets:  -  a  ‘balaiiccd 
canning  "budge t. 

Club  work  has  improved  my  homo  life.  Thrift  habits  c\nd  lessons  in  improved 
health  and  smaitation  have  made  large  contributions  to  the  comfort,  attractiveness 
raid  content.aent  therein  afforded.  I  cm  attending  High  School  as  a  direct  result  of 
encouragement,  finance  and  inspiration  coming  from  4-H  Club  activities.  The  sane 
can  be  said  by  my  tv/o  sisters. 

The  five  thousand  4-H  club  members  of  Arkansas  fully  appreciate  what  club 
work  is  doing  for  them.  Wo  a.ro  most  gratefnd  for  this  splendid  system  of  teaching 
practical  agriculture  end  home  economics.  I  thank  them  for  sending  me  here  to  toll 
this  story  on  the  air. 

Lot  me  urge  4— H  club  members  ovorywhoro  to  join  us  in  the  langucigc  of 
our  motto  . —  "To  rnalee  the  best  bettor"  -  to  do  and  say: 

"Good,  Better,  Best, 

May  wo  never  'rest 

Until  'we  maJee  the  Good  better  and  the  Better  Best." 


I  Thank  You 


